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Learning Network

Purpose:
Understand first responders’ perspective on roadway incidents and apply safe driving 
practices when encountering emergency scenes on the roadway

Audience:
•	 Student drivers

Parents/guardians of student drivers may be a secondary audience if there is an opportunity 
to present to them

Topics:
•	 Avoiding emergency incidents on the roadway
•	 How to safety pass an emergency scene
•	 Slow Down Move Over
•	 Move It (Fender Bender, Steer It Clear It)

Materials and Preparation:
This document’s companion PowerPoint presentation, customized with your details, or other 
presentation with the necessary details.

Download the following videos from ResponderSafety.com (click the title to go to that video):
•	 “Choices” (Driving Safety Tips for Students and Parents)
•	 “How to Safely Pass an Emergency Scene”
•	 One or more PSAs (each is about 1 minute):

	– “In Our Boots PSA: Joe Kroboth”
	– “In Our Boots PSA: Mike Cox”
	– “In Our Boots PSA: Steve Senn”
	– “Distracted Driving “No More Excuses” (featuring the father of a young woman killed 
by a distracted driver) 

	– “Slow Down Move Over”
	– “It’s No Picnic Out Here”
	– “Move It”

Read your state law on:
•	 Move Over statutes information available at https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/

roadside-assistance/slow-down-move-over/; always check your local statute for the 
latest information at the time of the class because state laws change.

•	 Move It / Steer It Clear It / Fender Bender law

Prepare a traffic app if you will be demonstrating one.T
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https://www.respondersafety.com/rs-tim-resources/videos/how-to-safely-pass-an-emergency-scene/
https://www.respondersafety.com/rs-tim-resources/videos/in-our-boots-psa-joe-kroboth/
https://www.respondersafety.com/rs-tim-resources/videos/in-our-boots-psa-mike-cox/
https://www.respondersafety.com/rs-tim-resources/videos/in-our-boots-psa-steve-senn/
https://www.respondersafety.com/rs-tim-resources/videos/distracted-driving-no-more-excuses-psa-1/
https://www.respondersafety.com/Videos/Slow-Down-Move-Over.aspx
https://www.respondersafety.com/Videos/Its-No-Picnic-Out-Here.aspx
https://www.respondersafety.com/Videos/Move-It.aspx
https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/roadside-assistance/slow-down-move-over/
https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/roadside-assistance/slow-down-move-over/
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Learning Network

If you will use digital or printed handouts for reinforcement, download the following pieces 
from ResponderSafety.com:

•	 Know What We Know
•	 Don’t Be a ‘D’ Driver

For an extended unit on distracted driving, visit EndDD.org for resources and watch the 
”How to Give Effective Distracted Driving Presentations” webinar for tips.

If you will be using local crashes or other traffic incidents as examples, gather news articles 
or items from online news sources to introduce the incident(s).

If you will be using a guest speaker, contact your local fire department, police department, or 
other agency to secure the speaker’s participation and discuss topics.

Learning Objectives:
•	 Know how to safely avoid or pass an emergency scene on the roadway
•	 Practice driving behaviors that ensure the safety of first responders working at roadway 

incidents as well as the motoring public
•	 Safely move off the roadway when involved in a minor crash with no injuries

Emergency Scene Core Behaviors Overview:
•	 Play the “Choices”  video.
•	 Discussion questions:

	– How do vehicle crashes affect drivers? Passengers? Victims? Victims’ families? First 
responders? The wider community? (consider physical, psychological, emotional, 
financial, criminal, and communal effects)

	– What do responders do at roadway incidents like crashes?
	– What did you think of how the responders described their experiences? Had you 
considered their perspective of how it feels when vehicles drive by them?

	– How can drivers act responsibly when driving near emergency responders who are  
on foot?

	– What was the most important driving behavior you learned from this video that you 
will practice on the road?

•	 An invited guest speaker from an emergency services department could speak and 
answer questions on this block.
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https://www.respondersafety.com/rs-tim-resources/know-what-we-know-safe-driving-push-card/
https://www.respondersafety.com/Download.aspx?id=e62c1442-615a-4aed-8599-a5e81b0c8b67
http://www.enddd.org/
https://www.respondersafety.com/training/train-the-trainer-how-to-give-effective-distracted-driving-presentations/
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Learning Network

Emergency Scene Core Behaviors Teaching Points:
•	 AVOID. First choice is always to avoid the incident. This lessens traffic congestion, can 

get you to your destination with fewer delays, and eliminates the possibility of you being 
involved in a secondary crash at that incident. This requires you to:

	– Know there is an incident ahead (app notification, traffic radio, social media) — always 
check before you go then stay alert for variable message signs on your route

•	 Discuss the proper use of traffic apps per your state’s law
•	 Explain or show what a variable message sign is.

	– Act to avoid it (take alternate route)
•	 PASS SAFELY. If you cannot avoid the incident, act to pass it safely

	– Immediately slow down when you see the incident ahead 
	– If you can safely change lanes, move over at least one lane away from the lane with 
the incident in it.

•	 Review your state’s Move Over Law requirements
	– Follow the directions from traffic control devices (cones, signs) and from first 
responders (manual traffic control signals).

	– Stay alert; unexpected things can happen.
	– Watch for responders on foot.
	– Do not:

•	 Go around the wrong way, go around traffic, or u-turn in traffic lanes.
•	 Improperly pass on the shoulder (pass on the shoulder only if directed to do so).
•	 Drive through closed lanes or blocked off areas.
•	 Merge back into a closed lane until directed to do so.
•	 Use your phone (no call, text, photos, or video).

◊	Play “No More Excuses” PSA
◊	Discuss the impact of the PSA on the students’ views on distracted driving
◊	If desired, expand into a longer discussion on phone use in teens, relationship to 

distracted driving, and the consequences of taking your eyes off the road, and how 
to remove the temptation to use your phone (watch the “How to Give Effective 
Distracted Driving Presentations” webinar for tips to how to discuss distracted driving              
with teens).

Move It Behaviors Overview:
•	 Play the “Move It” PSA.
•	 Review the text of your state’s Move It / Steer It Clear It / Fender Bender Law                   

(if applicable).
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https://www.respondersafety.com/training/train-the-trainer-how-to-give-effective-distracted-driving-presentations/
https://www.respondersafety.com/training/train-the-trainer-how-to-give-effective-distracted-driving-presentations/
https://www.respondersafety.com/Videos/Move-It.aspx
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Learning Network

Move It Behaviors Reinforcement Teaching Points:
•	 If your vehicle becomes disabled or is involved in a minor crash, there are no injuries, and 

the vehicle is drivable:
	– Pull off the road.
	– Stay in the vehicle with your seatbelt on.
	– Call for assistance.

•	 Note the proper entity to call for roadway assistance in your state.

•	 Do not step into an active lane of travel.

Enrichment Activities:
These enrichment activities are supplementary and optional to increase students’ 
engagement with the material and retention of the teaching points.

Guest speaker: If you invited a guest speaker from a local emergency services department, 
have them speak with the students about their experiences at roadway incidents, the 
mistakes they see drivers make, and how students can avoid causing a crash.

Local knowledge: Discuss known local “trouble spots” on the roadway where crashes are 
frequent. Discuss with students to identify these spots. Talk about how to avoid crashes in 
these spots and how to respond if they are involved in a crash in those spots.

Case examples: Discuss one or two examples of crashes that have occurred in your state or 
local area. What routes could a driver have used to avoid that scene?

Traffic apps: Lead students through installing and configuring a free traffic app. Demonstrate 
how to plot a destination, select a route, and see the current incidents along that route. 

Personal experiences: If one of your students is a member of an emergency services 
department, speak to them before the lesson to ask if they would be willing to share their 
experiences. Ask them to participate during the class as appropriate.

Writing: Ask students to pick an article about a recent vehicle crash or other traffic incident 
in your local area or state, summarize it, plot the location on a map, and discuss how they 
would have avoided or safely passed this incident scene. Or, ask students to interview a first 
responder about their experiences working on the roadway and their advice to students 
based on the mistakes they see drivers make.

On-the-road: During practical instruction on the road, take opportunities to reinforce the 
teaching points in this unit when encountering variable message signs, traffic control, 
responders directing traffic, an emergency scene on the roadway, or other appropriate event.
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Learning Network

Sensitivity Note: Your class may include students who have had traumatic experiences with 
vehicle crashes or other roadway incidents. Consider how to be sensitive and empathetic to 
their perspective and experiences. Advise them in advance of the class and ask what they 
need to be able to learn the material in a way that is comfortable for them. They may prefer 
watching the videos ahead of time, or learning from a printed handout instead of video, or 
opting out of class discussion. Some may need to step out of the class and learn the teaching 
points a different way. Work with the student to get them the instruction they need without 
unnecessary pain.

Resources:
Additional resources available at: 
https://drivereducators.org/
http://www.respondersafety.com/
Move Over statutes information available at https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/roadside-
assistance/slow-down-move-over/; always check your local statute for the latest information 
at the time of the class because state laws change.
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https://drivereducators.org/
http://www.respondersafety.com/
https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/roadside-assistance/slow-down-move-over/
https://exchange.aaa.com/automotive/roadside-assistance/slow-down-move-over/

